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SUBJECT: ISRAELI DEFENSES IN SINAI 

1. APPARENTLY BASED ON BRIEFING BY "MILITARY SOURCES/ 

ALL NEWSPAPERS REPORT JAN 24 THAT IDF IS PROCEEDING WITH 
CONSTRUCTION OF DEFENSIVE NETWORK IN SINAI ALONG PRESENT 
DISENGAGEMENT LINES. ABOUT IL 400 MILLION HAS REPORTEDLY 
ALREADY BEEN INVESTED IN MILITARY CONSTRUCTION WEST OF MITLA AND 
GIDDI PASSES, AND PLANS PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL IL 1 BILLION 
DEPENDING ON BUDGETARY ALLOCATIONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS, DEFENSIVE SYSTEM ALREADY COMPLETED 
IS ADEQUATE TO COPE WITH ANY EGYPTIAN OFFENSIVE OPERATION 
"AT THIS STAGE". SYSTEM AS DESCRIBED INCLUDES "OBSTACLES 
SEVERAL KIT .METERS DEEP COMPRISING FENCES, MINEFIELDS AND 
TANK TRAPS, AS WELL AS FORTIFIED POSITIONS AND MANY KILOMETERS 
OF ROADS TO ENSURE MOBILITY OF FORCES AND ACCESS FOR LOGISITICAL 
SUPPORT." 

3. DURING PASTFEW DAYS, CHIEF OF IDF CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
FORTIFICATIONS DIVISION TOLD AARMA THAT NO MANNED 
FORTIFICATIONS HAD YET BEEN BUILT BUT THAT HE PLANNED 
TO BEGIN THEIR CONSTRUCTION IN "TWO OR THREE WEEKS" 

IF THERE IS NO INDICATION OF PROBABILITY OF 
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FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS WITH EGYPT. 
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4. COMMENT: IDF PRESS BRIEFING ON FORTIFICATION PLANS 

LEADS US TO CONCLUDE THAT ISRAELIS, WHILE CRITICIZING 

SADAT FOR ATTACHING DEADLINES TO NEGOTIATIONS, ARE PLAYING THEIR 

OWN VERSION OF SAME GAME. THIS IS BORNE OUT BY COMMENT OF 

IDF CHIEF OF FORTIFICATIONS WHO, WHEN ASKED BY AARMA 

IF HE UNDERSTOOD POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF HIS "2-3 WEEK" 

REMARK, REPLIED THAT THAT WAS HIS REASON FOR SAYING IT. 

VELIOTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MartinML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TELAV00557 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750028-0802 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 21 /aaaaashi. tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 AUG 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <26 NOV 2003 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI DEFENSES IN SINAI 
TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, IS, EG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



